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Dear Governor Edwards:

As the U.S. Representative for the 2" Congressional District of Louisiana, 1 write to you
as we face a time of unprecedented and intersectional crises. On August 26th, the Supreme Court
blocked the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s eviction moratorium. This loss of
protection left millions around the country facing eviction or housing insecurity as a result of
economic hardships caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Our state is among the worst impacted
by this deadly virus. When I wrote to you a month ago, the U.S. Census Bureau predicted that a
staggering 52% of households in Louisiana were likely to suffer eviction or foreclosure. In the
wake of Hurricane Ida and the unforeseen expenses incurred as a result, that number will almost
certainly rise.

The national eviction moratorium prevented the eviction of tenants unable to make rental
payments. The moratorium had a profound impact on our communities, especially those in
underserved and under-resourced communities. It helped slow the spread of the virus and allowed
Louisianans to keep a roof over their heads during this crisis. Due to the destruction caused by
Hurricane Ida, many have been left without a roof to come home to. In the wake of a devastating
and destructive hurricane and in the midst of an ongoing, rampant, global pandemic, an eviction
moratorium would mitigate the risk for further COVID-19 deaths and enable people to remain
sheltered as we embark on the post-storm recovery process. Without a statewide moratorium, we
face a situation where people in half the state are displaced after a hurricane and people in the other
half of the state face being displaced during a raging pandemic.

As we begin our recovery efforts, we must not forget that the transmission rates for the
Delta variant have not dissipated, and we are still at high risk. As local officials continue to urge
residents of Southeast Louisiana to stay in their homes, we must ensure that no evictions take
place. Dually, we must also recognize the plight of small landlords across the state and provide
them the necessary resources to be able to pay their mortgage. Housing is a human right and a
critical need, especially in the wake of a natural disaster and ongoing public health threat. It is
incumbent on us as elected officials to do all we can to promote safety throughout this dire situation
and do everything in our power to ensure the public health of our communities.
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While I will continue fighting in Congress to extend the national moratorium, I hope you
will do everything you can on the state level to protect Louisianans now. I stand ready to further
assist you in this critical matter and in all COVID-19 and Hurricane Ida relief efforts.

‘Sincerely,

I

Troy A Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress




